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In our generation confusion is pre
valent among millions of people on
a number of issues. This is especially
t rue w i th regard to the po l i t i ca l ,
e c o n o m i c , s o c i a l a n d m o r a l m a t t e r s .
I t is obvious that the present-day
confusion also should spill over into
the area of the Christian religion. It
is distressing to know this has hap
pened among major religious denom
ina t i ons and movemen ts o f ou r t ime .
One great phenomenon is the con
fusion caused by the expansion of
cultic activity throughout the world.
In the 19th century only four major
c u l t s w e r e a c t i v e i n A m e r i c a . I n a d
dition to these cults, there were some
l im i ted ac t i v i t ies o f a few o ther sca t
tered groups, but generally they made
no important impact upon the people
of the country. In recent decades,
however, many of the leading cultic
groups have spread Into every area
of the land. In fact these aggressive
groups have in i t i a ted ac t i v i t i es wh ich
a r e w o r l d - w i d e i n s c o p e . S e v e r a l o f
these have passed the million mark
in numbers. I t is w^ to point out
that they are well Organized under
capable leaders and "they have enor
m o u s r e s o u r c e s w i t h w h i c h t o c a r r y
on their activities. Apd, in addition,
they have a drive or ifeotivation which
stands unmatched, j^rtunately, we
h a v e b e e n f o r e w a r n e d i n t h e N e w
Testament Scriptures about the delu
s ions o f the la t te r days . Pau l wr i tes .

"Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
t h a t i n t h e l a t t e r t i m e s s o m e s h a l l
depart from the fai th, giving heed
to seducing spirits and doctrines of
d e v i l s " ( I T i m . 4 : 1 ) . I n t h e S e c o n d
Letter to Timothy the apostle adds
to his earlier statement, these words,
"This know also in the last days per
ilous times shall come" (II Tim. 3:1).
The great expansion of cultic activity
in recent years, as well as the ag
gressiveness of these groups, demon
strate that the latter days are here.

The quest ion of pr imary import
ance is, what posi t ion should the
C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h t a k e t o w a r d s t h e
many spurious groups? The purpose
of writing this article is to help Bible-
believing CSiristians in meeting their
responsibility in this regard. Various
positions are being taken by denom
inations and religious organizations
toward the groups which have devi
ated from the historic faith, and we
wi l l p roceed to examine wha t ce r ta in
r e l i g i o u s b o d i e s h a v e d o n e w i t h r e
gard to the cu l ts .
T H E P O S I T I O N O F T H E N A T I O N A L

C O U N C I L O F C H U R C H E S
With regard to the cultic groups,

it is altogether clear that The Na
t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s i s w i l l i n g
to accept them. Only a few years
ago The Nat ional Counci l of Churches
r e c e i v e d i n t o m e m b e r s h i p t h e c u l t
which was founded by Emanuel Swe-
d e n b o r g o v e r t w o c e n t u r i e s a g o . I t
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i s a n u n d e n i a b l e f a c t t h a t S w e d e n -
borgianism has been completely at
v a r i a n c e w i t h t h e h i s t o r i c t e n e t s o f
Christ ianity. By accepting this cult
into membership, The National Coun
cil of Churches has openly demon
st ra ted i ts aposta te pos i t ion w i th
r e g a r d t o B i b l i c a l T r u t h .

This year, The Reorganized Church
of Jesus Christ of The Latter Day
Saints was accepted into The National
Counci l o f Churches. I t is wel l known
that this group adheres strictly to the
Book of Mormon, and it claims even
a c loser iden t ifica t ion w i th the teach
ings of Joseph Smith than the Utah
body of Mormons. The acceptance of
th is cu l t in to membersh ip in The
Nat iona l Counc i l o f Churches revea ls
clearly its lack of concern for Biblical
s t a n d a r d s , a s w e l l a s i t s f a i l u r e i n
giving the proper regard for the his
toric position of Christianity. Doubt
lessly other cults will be received into
the apostate system bearing the name.
T h e N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s .

T H E P O S I T I O N O F T H E
N O N ^ S E P A R A T I S T S

T h i s w r i t e r h a s w i t n e s s e d a c a r e
less disregard among some so-called
evangelical groups with respect to
t h e i r p o s i t i o n t o w a r d c u l t i s t s . O n a
n u m b e r o f o c c a s i o n s t h e s e b r o a d -
minded people in certain churches
have invited representatives of the
cults to come and speak to various
church groups. The purpose, they
say, is to give the people first-hand
information on the teachings of the
various cults. Such an arrangement
s imply serves to break down the wal l
o f s e p a r a t i o n w h i c h h a s b e e n m a i n
ta ined be tween the churches and the
c u l t i c g r o u p s . C h r i s t i a n s w h o a r e
knowledgeable Should recognize that
f o r s e v e r a l d e c a d e s c u l t i s t s c o n s i s t
ently have sought to achieve respect
ab i l i ty. Obv ious ly when the cu l t ic
representatives are invited to speak

in the regular churches, it helps to
give them the status which they want.
More than that, it will open the way
for the cultists to gain additional fol
lowers. It ought to be said with em
phasis that church groups which fol
low the procedure, just mentioned,
are playing with fire, and they have
n o n e t o b l a m e b u t t h e m s e l v e s w h e n

they get burned. The representatives
of the cults are fully trained for such
situations as those described. By per
mitting them to speak in the church
es, the way is opened to exploit the
people who may be unaware of the
dangers involved. No dialog with rep
resen ta t i ves o f t he cu l t s shou ld eve r
be a l lowed in the Chr is t ian church.

T H E P O S I T I O N O F T H E

D O - N O T H I N G G R O U P
I n o u r d a y w e o f t e n h e a r t h e e x

pression from certain people, "leave
the cultists alone." In other words, we
are told not to enter into any contro
versy with them. By making such a
statement, it is implied, let cultists
continue to propagandize their false
teachings without being rebuked or
exposed . As one looks a t t he ma t te r
casually, it might appear at first that
such a course represents fair-play
and a spirit of Christian generosity.
But tire people who follow such a
c o n c e p t a r e a b o u t a s n a i v e a s t h e
pseudo-intellectuals of our day who
see no ^threat from Communism. They
a r e b l i n d t o t h e d i a b o l i c a l n a t u r e o f
this alaen philosophy. While we do
no t i d€ f n t i f y the cu l t s w i th the Com
m u n i s t s , t h e r e i s a p a r a l l e l i s m w i t h
the naivety of certain people with
regard'to false teachings. In contrast
to the lack of realism by the do-noth
ing people, we find all of the cultists
have clear as well as bold objectives,
and they are not hesitant to push
their plans in order to gain new fol
lowers. Indeed, their program is made
eas ie r due to the b l indness and lack
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o f c o n c e r n o n t h e p a r t o f m a n y
church people, Cult ists should be
identified for what they are, and the
u n v a r n i s h e d f a c t a b o u t t h e i r d e v i a
tion from the Scriptures should be
pointed out openly. It is necessary to
w a r n c h u r c h p e o p l e r e p e a t e d l y
against the peddlers of heresies, and
their evil activity should be exposed
without any hesitation. The do-noth
ing policy towards the cults is unscrip-
tural as we are admonished aga\n and
again to take a firm stand against
every kind of false teaching.

T H E P O S I T I O N O F T H E I G N O R A N T
A N D T H E I N D I F F E R E N T

T h i s w r i t e r h a s f o u n d a c o n s i d e r
able number of people who have not
registered a position of opposition to
the cults due to either ignorance or
ind i f ference. ESther these people
h a v e b e e n l e d t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e
d o c t r i n e s o f t h e c u l t s a r e s u b s t a n t i
ally the same as the position held by
the evangelicals, or they have not
m a n i f e s t e d s u f fi c i e n t i n t e r e s t t o a s
c e r t a i n w h a t t h e c u l t s b e l i e v e . I t i s
a k n o w n f a c t t h a t t h e c u l t i s t s a r e
past masters in sugar-coating their
teachings so that they wi l l sound
plausible to people who are indiffer
e n t o r i l l - i n f o r m e d a b o u t t h e i r d e v i a
t ions f rom the Scr iptures. Usual ly
there is little or no effort on the part
of the ignorant and indifferent people
in checking the credentials of those
who pose as bona-fide si>okesmen for
Sc r i p tu ra l t r u th . I t wou ld be we l l f o r
t h e p e o p l e w h o a r e n o t p r o p e r l y i n
f o r m e d a b o u t c e r t a i n c u l t s t h a t t h e y
write to our agency for information
concerning these groups and what
they teach. Our office is happy to
p r o v i d e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n n e e d e d o n
these very important matters. False
teachings are expanding rapidly these
days because such a large number of
people do not make the effor t of
finding out the real facts about them.

T H E P O S I T I O N O F
N O C O M P R O M I S E W I T H E R R O R
In these days i t is very difficult

for a number of people to take a firm
position because of the spirit of ecu
menicity which is in the air, and this
often causes many Christians to be
swept into a position of compromise
and accommodation. Fortunately the
Word of God is very clear concern
ing wha t ou r xws i t i on shou ld be
towards those who a re p romo t i ng e r
r o r . To t h e C h u r c h a t C o r i n t h P a u l
writes, "Be ye not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what commun
ion hath light with darkness? . . .
W h e r e f o r e c o m e o u t f r o m a m o n g
them, and be ye separate, saitti the
Lord , and touch no t the unc lean
th ing, and I vwl l receive you" ( I I
(Jor. 6:14, 17). And to the Ei>hesians
the same apostle writes, "Have no
fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness, but rather reprove them"
(Elph. 5:11). In referring to the apos
tates, the apostle John provides for
us the proper procedure in dealing
with them: "For many deceivers are
entered into the world, who confess
no t tha t Jesus Chr i s t i s come in the
flesh. This is a deceiver and an ant i
chr is t . . . I f there come any unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, re
ceive him not into your house, nei
ther bid him God^speed, for he that
biddeth him God-speed is partaker of
his evil deeds" (H Jn. vs. 7, 10-11).
These passages, and many others
which we might add, make it unmis
takably clear that God's people must
not compromise with error.

L E S S O N S A N D S U M M A R Y
W e s h a l l c o n c l u d e t h e a r t i c l e ,

wh ich has dea l t w i th the re la t ions o f
t h e c h i m c h t o w a r d s t h e w e l l k n o w n
cults, by providing some lessons and
o b s e r v a t i o n s . I t i s c l e a r t o t h o s e
people who are adequately informed
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that the present-day trends are not
good. Actually the situation is dis
tressing to al l who are concerned
about maintaining the Biblical stand
ards. Not only has the liberal church
diluted its theological position, but
i t h a s a l s o m o d i fi e d i t s r e l a t i o n
towards the cults. It is always tragic
when the spir i t of accommodation
gains an ascendency in the church
and i ts inst i tut ions. In recent decades
institution upon institution, particu
larly theological seminaries, are in
viting liberals, and those with alien
philosophies, to speak at chapel serv
ices and o ther convocat ion o f the in
stitutions. What we may expect is
that invitations will be extended to
prominent cultists to address the pub
l ic assembl ies of the inst i tu t ions. The
theory be ing embraced more and
more in secu lar ins t i tu t ions and theo
l o g i c a l s e m i n a r i e s i s t h a t s t u d e n t s
should be exposed to all points of
view in our time. In other words, di
rective education is usually being
frowned upon as outmoded and re
strictive, and that it must be replaced
with open-mindedness on all subject
matter. In a wide ministry of teach
ing and preaching, including 20 years
of college and seminary teaching, this
writer does not know of a single in
stitution which has been able to main
tain its evangelical and conservative
position when the directive type of
education has been set aside. It is
p o p u l a r t o s u b s t i t u t e t h e d i r e c t i v e
t y p e o f C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t i o n w i t h a
homogenized or smorgasbord jwttern.
It is extremely important for Bible-
believing groups to hold firmly to
the great doctrines of the Scriptures.
When rationalists and theological lib
erals are given access to the platform
and to the class-rooms of C^istian in
stitutions, the gate is opened for de
v i a t i o n f r o m t h e B i b l i c a l s t a n d a r d s
with disastrous consequences. Illus
t ra t ion upon i l lus t ra t ion cou ld be

p r o v i d e d t o s u b s t a n t i a t e t h a t t h e
above warnings should not be taken
lightly. Institutions with a long rec
ord of evangelicalism have taken the
popular road of accommodation in
recent years. Dr. G. Gresham Machen
g a v e w o r d s o f s o l e m n w a r n i n g
some four decades ago what would
happen to theological institutions if
the historic conservative position be
modified. The theological institution
with which he was associated at the
time was irreparably damaged when
the conservative position was com
promised. The warnings which were
given by Dr. Machen were vindicated
by subsequent events. His classic
book, Christianity and Liberalism,
should be read by everyone, particu
larly those who are inclined to make
accommodat ions and compromises
with the liberals. Not many are wil
ling to take the vigorous stand which
was taken by the late Dr. Machen,
one of the greatest New Testament
Scholars of this century.

The Biblical doctrines are given
with such clarity, that any person
who is able to think logically should
recognize the danger of entering into
a dialogue with the l iberals. I t is
even more detrimental when the spir
it of accommodation is followed with
reference to the cultists. When this
happens in wide areas, it will com
plicate the whole spiritual sphere,
and it will add to the perplexity
caused by a compromising attitude
towards the l ibera ls .

Those of us who are taking a firm
position against every form of devia
t ion, obviously wi l l be accused of
d o g m a t i s m a n d a l a c k o f C h r i s t i a n
charity. But the Bible is on our side,
and the' record of Church History
r e i n f o r c e s t h o s e w h o m a i n t a i n t h a t
t r a g i c r e s u l t s w i l l f o l l o w w h e n t o l e r
a t i o n a n d a c c o m m o d a t i o n a r e s u b
stituted for Scriptural separation.
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M A R Y
We oppose the Catholic practice of praying to and worshipping

the Virgin Mary for the following reasons:

a. It is of heathen origin, and did 2:4; Mt. 12:48-50).
not begin until the 5th century. j. There is not one verse in the

b. The proclamation of the dogmas Bible which states that Mary was
of the Immaculate Conception and conceived without sin.
the Assumption into Heaven are of k. Mary was not a virgin, in the
recent origin, 1854 and 1950 respec- strict sense of the word, the remain-
t i v e l y . d e r o f h e r l i f e . S h e h a d o t h e r c h i l -

c. Feasts were not held in Mary's dren, four sons and at least two
honor until the 7th century. daughters (Mt. 13:55-56). The Catho-

d. The title "Queen of Heaven" is lie talk about her being "Ever-Virgin"
of heathen origin and adopted from is effeminate, nonsensical sentiment-
pagan religions. Heaven has no Queen; alism.
A King reigns there (Eph. 1:20-23; 1. There is not one verse in the Bi-
P h i l . 2 : 9 - 1 1 ) . b l e w h i c h t e l l s u s t h a t M a r y i n t e r -

e. To pray to Mary is a pagan sin, cedes with Christ on our behalf,
and leads one to worship and serve m. There is not one verse in the
"the creature rather than the Creator, Bible which declares Mary to be the
w h o i s b l e s s e d f o r e v e r " ( R o m . 1 : 2 5 ) . d i s p e n s e r o f G o d ' s f a v o r s t o m e n .

f. The Scriptures teach us to pray There is not one verse in the
to God only; and our God demands Bible which tells us that God the Fa-
an undivided worship (Mat. 6:69; 4:10; tber and God the Son are less merci-
Jn. 14:13-14; Acts 8:22; Rom. 10:12- ful, or are inferior in love and power,
1 3 ) i n c o m p a r i s o n t o M a r y .

g. The Scriptures declare that o. There is not one verse in the
Christ alone is the Saviour of men. Bible which gives an exalted title to
(1) Christ is "The Door of Paradise," Mary, which belongs only to God or
and not Mary <John 10:9). (2) Christ His Son.
is the sinner's "Advocate," and not P- Mary never invited anyone to
Mary (1 Tim. 2:5-6; 1 Jn. 2:1-2; Heb. Pray to her or worship her.
7:25; 9:24; Rom. 8:34). (3) Christ is Q- God never commanded anyone
the only Saviour, and not M^ary (Acts to Pray to or worship Mary.
4:12). (4) C3mst is "The Morning r. The Apostles never urged any-
Star," and not Mary (Rev. 22:16). (5) one to pray to or worship Mary.
Christ is "The Hope of Sinners," and s. God never commanded any per-
not Mary (1 Tim. 1:1; 1 Pe. 1:21; Joel son to put his trust in Mary.
3:16; Ps. 146:5). (6) Christ is "The t. There is not one verse in the
One Mediator," and not Mary (1 Tim. Bible which tells us to look to Mary
2 : 5 - 6 ) . i n t h e h o u r o f o u r d e a t h .

h. God has no Mother. He is ^e ^ Mary never h^ had and never
K i n g , e t e r n a l , i m m o r t a l , i n v i s i b l e ^ t ^ e
( 1 T i m . 1 : 1 7 ) . S a l v a t i o n o f a n y o n e ' s s o u l .

i . Mary was the mother o f our
Lord's humanity only. Christ never —^From the book, "Bapt ist
exalted the human relationship above Faith and Roman Catholicism,"
the divine (Lk. 2:48-49; 11:27-28; Jn. by Wendell Holmes Rone

6



N O C O N T R A D I C T I O N ?
By John S. Jennings

A growing movement to undermine
the authority of the Scriptures is re
sulting today in a widespread rejec
tion of many of the Biblical doctrines
o f t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . W e s e e t h i s
trend among clergy and laymen alike.

Perhaps nowhere is this erosion
m o r e e v i d e n t t h a n i n t h e r e c e n t a c
tion of the General Assembly when
our denomination recognized the pos
sibility of evolution. Contrary to what
many peop le seem to t h i nk , t he t he
ory of evolution does, in fact, con
t r a d i c t t h e B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f c r e a
t i o n .

Mn the Beginning, God . . .
The Bible repeatedly teaches that

"in the beginning, God created the
h e a v e n s a n d t h e e a r t h . " A c c o r d i n g
to the evolutionist, however, the uni
verse has always been in existence
and thus wasn't really "created" by
G o d .

Th i s means t ha t t hose who accep t
the possibility of evolution are ques
tioning the Biblical truth which af
firms the fact that at a part icular
t i m e G o d " c r e a t e d " t h e u n i v e r s e .

Tha t i s no t a l l . The B ib le a l so de
clares that God created both plants
and an ima ls . We are to ld in Genes is
1:12 that God created plant life con
sisting of herbs and trees. In Genesis
1, verses 21 and 25, we read that God
"created great whales, and every liv
ing creature that moveth, which the
waters bring forth abundantly . . .
and every winged fowl . . . and cat
tle .. . and every thing that creepeth
u p o n t h e e a r t h . "

All these things were brought into
being, the Bible tells us, as a definite
act of God's own will. We are told re
peatedly in the first chapter of Gen
esis that everything which was cre
ated was commanded by God Himself.

E v o l u t i o n D i s p u t e s
According to the evolutionist, how

ever, all living things, both plant and
animal, were brought into being by
s o m e a c c i d e n t a l ( o r c h a n c e ) c o m b i n
a t i on o f c i r cums tances wh ich caused
non-living materials to acquire that
property which we call life. This the
o r y, o f c o u r s e , c o n t r a d i c t s t h e B i b
lical teaching of creation.

Note, if you will, the word "acci
dental." To say that everything was
created accidentally is to completely
contradict the Bibl ical teaching of
c r e a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e B i b l e
every living thing was created by a
definite act of God's will, not by some
a c c i d e n t .

A n o t h e r m a t t e r n e e d s t o b e n o t e d
h e r e : w h e n G o d c r e a t e d b o t h t h e
plants and animals, the Bible tells us
that He created them as just that,
a s p l a n t s a n d a n i m a l s , a n d t h i s i n
cludes man, as well. The Bible plainly
states that when God decided to make
m a n . H e " c r e a t e d m a n i n H i s o w n
image" (Gen. 1:27) .

The theory of evoution would have
us believe that all living things, man
included, were not created as such.
That is, they were not created as
herbs or trees, or as birds, fish, cat
tle and so forth; all living things only
evolved into what they are. The evol
utionist holds that all living things,
incuding man himself, evolved from
p r i m i t i v e f o r m s o f l i f e a n d w e r e n o t
created as such, even though the Bi
ble clearly states they were.

Closely related to this is the Bib-
i c a l d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t w h e n G o d c r e
ated all of the various plants and ani
mals , He created them so as to pro
duce their own kind. When God creat
ed the plants and animals of the earth.
He told them to reproduce "according
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to their kind" (Gen. 1:12, 24). The
Hebrew word which is t ranslated here
as "kinds," can also be translated,
"species." God created the plants and
animals in such a way that they could
produce no "kinds" or "species" but
then* own — a fish could produce
only a fish, and not a bird or any
other "kind" or "species" of animal.

Genus and Species
This, of course, is st i l l another

place where the theory of evolution
c o n t r a d i c t s t h e B i b l i c a l d o c t r i n e o f
creation. According to the evolution
ist, there are changes from one spe
cie to another. Over a period of time,
one species of plant or animal can
actually produce another species, he
s a y s .

Wh i le the B ib le does no t a l l ow fo r
a change o f spec ies ( such as a dog
changing into a cat), it does, in fact,
allow for a change within species.
For many changes actually do take
place within the many kinds of plants
a n d a n i m d s . T h i s w e c a n s e e v e r y
well in the many different varieties
of cats, all of which are still cats. The
name wh ich i s used to desc r i be t h i s
c h a n g e w i t h i n s p e c i e s i s m i c r o -
e v o l u t i o n .

In spite of the fact that the Bible
does al low for certain changes to
take place within species, it does not
allow for changes from one species
to another. Here again the Gieory of
e v o l u t i o n c o n t r a d i c t s t h e B i b l i c a l
doct r ine of creat ion. When God creat
ed the various species of plants and
a n i m > a l s , t h e B i b l e t e U s u s t h a t H e
did so in such a way that they would
produce only the i r own par t icu lar
kind or species and not another.

This is true of man, as well. For
w h e n G o d " c r e a t e d " t h e fi r s t m a n
and woman, "male and female," He
made them in such a way that they,
just l ike every other l iv ing th ing,
also produced only their own kind

or species. After having been cre
ated by God, Adam and Eve produced
offspring like themselves. And their
children also proceeded to do the
same, as d id the i r ch i ld ren 's ch i ld ren
after them. In this way the human
race has been able to populate the
earth, over the long centuries which
have since passed.

No 'Book of Science'
I t h a s b e e n s a i d a t o u r G e n e r a l

Assembly that the Bible is "not a
book of science," and I don't know
that anyone would disagree with this
statement. But let me say four things
that I think we need to recognize
h e r e :

The first is that according to Dr.
William G. Pollard, executive direc
tor o f the Oak Ridge Inst i tu te of
Nuclear Studies, science is by defi
nition "the study of nature."

Second, the Christian faith affirms
t h a t n a t u r e i s a r e v e l a t i o n o f G o d .
Nowhere do we see this stated' any
b e t t e r t h a n w e d o i n P s a l m 1 9 : 1 .
Here, the psalmist declares that "the
heavens declare the glory of (jod,
a n d t h e fi r m a m e n t s h o w e t h H i s h a n
d i w o r k . "

Third, the Bible also reveals God.
F o r t h e B i b l e i s G o d ' s r e v e l a t i o n o f
H imse l f t o man and th i s i nc ludes a l l
of Scripture. The Bibe declares in H
Timothy 3 :16, tha t "a l l Scr ip ture"
(not just parts of it, but "all" of it)
"is given by inspiration of (Sod."
Therefore, i t is t rue in al l that i t
t e a c h e s .

Fourth, since both science and the
Bible reveal God, it is impossible that
t h e y s h o u l d c o n t r a d i c t e a c h o t h e r .
For God does not reveal one thing in
nature and another thing in His holy
W o r d . W h a t G o d r e v e a l s i n n a t u r e
and what He reveals in His Word are
in perfect agreement with one an
o t h e r .

Those who hold to any scientific
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T H E M I S S I N G " D E M O N S T R AT I O N "
By David Lawrence

"Reprinted from June 8, 1970 issue U.S. News & World Report"
Amdd all the furor on our campuses Have they made any persistent ef-

and amid all the rallies and marches forts to bring together those who dis-
in our city streets, with the loud cries agree with one another so that rep-
for "change" along with threats of resentative groups may debate ques-
"revolution," we get few words of tions in an orderly fashion?
reverence for law and order from we have read of many protests
most of the church groups in Amer- against war as being illogical and un-
ica. Inde^, many of them have be- moral. But the violence on our cam-
come active participants in the po- puses and our streets has itself been
litical controversies of the day. a disregard of human rights. Not
Voices that might have 'been raised only has property been damaged but
to help subdue the passions on the many persons have been killed or in-
campus have often merely echoed the jured. Is it not time to accept the
complaints and have frequenUy guidance that God gives to those who
seemed to approve the protests. seek it? Is it not time to stress a de-

Why haven't they tried to convince pendence on spiritual influence as the
the advocates of violence that there best way to achieve both internal and
are methods of winning the attention external peace?
of a majority of people other than by The United States is trying to as-
tragic headlines? I^e latter merely sist smaller nations to meet the
emphasize our indifference to the threats of the imperialistic regimes
greatest means we have to unite man- in the world. But inside America such
kind—namely, the spiritual power altruism apparently is not as widely
which generates the moral force of understood as it should be. The doc-
a n a t i o n . t r i n e o f " l o v e t h y n e i g h b o r " a p p l i e s

Have we read, for instance, of a everywhere. Human beings have a
single case in which the students of duty to help each other. This doesn't
a college have participated in a mass necessarily require military force,
prayer, instead of a mass rally? Wars can be prevented by encour-

Prayer can remind us of the pres- aging peoples to choose governments
ence of God inside ourselves. Prayer which will maintain peace,
is an influence that can turn our The principle of brotherhood in the
minds from evil thoughts—^from self- world must hkve its start in a sincere
i s h n e s s t o u n s e l fi s h n e s s r e c o g n i t i o n b y t h e p e o p l e s o f t h e

Where can the leadership come larger nations that they have an ob-
from for such a movement in our na- ligation to use their power and re-
tional life? We think immediately of sources to come to the aid of the
the churches. Yet, we find many weaker countries in which many hu-
clergymen busily taking iwrt in the man beings are threatened with dis-
activities of organizations which have aster.
promoted discord in our midst. Should These are times not for internal
not the churchmen be striving rather strife, but for serious consideration
to produce a mood among all the of how America can best serve man-
people receptive to peaceful behavior kind in a distraught world. We need
and reasoned study of public issues? God's help. It is available to us if we
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will only make ourselves aware of
His spiritual presence in our lives.
This is but another way of saying that
what we cal l conscience is a constant
r e m i n d e r o f w h a t w e f e e l i n o u r
hearts—^we really know the difference
between right and wrong and that we
shou ld ass is t the weak and the he lp
l e s s .

W e n e e d t o a w a k e n t h e A m e r i c a n

people to the fact that th is is an oc
cas ion f o r p raye r, no t on l y on eve ry
campus but in every home, every day
—a prayer that we may see the right
course and carry out the mission
w h i c h G o d w i s h e s u s t o f u l fi l l f o r
h u m a n w e l f a r e .

For whom should we pray? We
should pray for the unfortunate peo
ple of North Vietnam, who have been
forced into a war through the intrigue
with Hanoi by the Communist regimes
in Peking and Moscow.

We should pray for the South Viet
namese, who have suffered the hea
v ies t casua l t ies in th is same war.

We should pray for the brave young
A m e r i c a n s w h o a r e i n V i e t n a m s e r v

ing a great cause as they are engaged
in an unprecedented effort to prove
to the smal ler nat ions of Asia as wel l
as Europe that the United States will
n o t d e s e r t t h e m .

We should pray for the Americans
at home who, unmindful of the facts
about the Vietnam war, brush the
whole thing aside as of no concern to
them or to th is coun t ry—as i f human
suffering and enslavement by Com
munism need evoke no response from
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s .

Let us pray together to reach the
hearts and minds of the peoples of
t h e S o v i e t U n i o n a n d o f R e d C h i n a
in order that they may in turn influ
ence their own governments to stop
the wa r i n Sou theas t As ia .

We have been omitting the great
e s t " d e m o n s t r a t i o n " o f a l l — m a s s
prayers by yoimg and old together,
so that we may sense the spiritual
power which can bring salvation to
the troubled world of today.

" C o p y r i g h t 1 9 7 0 , U . S . N e w s & W o r l d R e
p o r t , I n c . "

D I S C R I M I N AT I O N I S E S S E N T I A L

We are specifically admonished by John in these words, "Beloved, be
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether they are of God. Many
false prophets have gone out into the world" (I John 4:1). The reason that
millions of people fall victims to the activities of cults is because they lack
the capacity of discrimination. Never has the need been greater than now
to check people's credentials. The cultists always put forth that which seems
plausible, and invariably they sugar-coat their pills of false doctrine in order
that naive people may accept them. All across America church people are
being swept into one or the other of the cults simply because they lack the
ability to discriminate between the spurious and the genuine. We need Paul's
admonishment, "Therefore, my beloved, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know your labor is not
in vain in the Lord" (I Cor. 15:58). J.E.D.
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A C R E E P I N G M E N A G E
( A S T U D Y O P C U LT S )

by Rev. LeRoy Gager
Chapel By The Sea, Rt. 2, Box 1468, Anchorage, Alaska

Do you cast a sidewise glance at a end of the age is the rise of many
Jehovah's Witness "publisher" stand- false Christs who will deceive many,
ing on the street corner and pass on Did you know that within a 50-year
your way unmoved — disinterested? period, from the 1820's to the 1870's
What do Mormon missionaries suggest the church witnessed the rise of five
to your mind beyond the idea of some of the major false cults, not to men-
s t range re l ig ion that has po lygamy t ion Darwin 's b io log ica l evo lu t ion
attached' to it in some way? The Sev- which has been called "the root of all
enth Day Adven't ists — aren't they isms." A brief l ist ing must suff ice;
simply Christians who worship on Sat- Mormonism in the 1820's, the Miller-
urday instead of Sunday? Anyway, ite movement out of which grew the
what difference does it make just so Adventist bodies in 1840's, modern
they are sincere — and don't bother Spiritism with the Fox sisters in 1848,
me in my smug se l f -complacency, the Russe l i te or Jehovah Wi tness
"Have you listened to the 'Voice of movement in 1872, Christian Science
Prophecy' radio broadcast? Interest- with the publication of Mrs. Eddy's
ing, isn't it. And they do quote the "Key" in 1875. Add to this atheistic
Bible a great deal so they must be biological evolution, total i tarianism
0.K" "I enjoy that Temple-time hymn in politics, materialism, modernism in
program that comes from Salt Lake religion, Freudianism, Free-loveism,
City over the network. They use the behaviorism, anarchism on every lev-
old hymns of the church just like we el, etc.
do. I wonder if they are really very How can the people of God fail to
different from us after all." be impressed by this mass of evidence

So the church goes on its way un- that we are now living in the last
disturbed while the cults give whole days of this dispensation? Jesus said,
years of their time in missionary serv- "Take heed that no man lead you
ice, dump tons of their heresy-laden astray." Paul warned, "Take heed
literature into the hands of a world therefore unto yourselves and to all
of people who are rapidly becoming the flock . . . for this I know that
l i terate, erect houses of worship in af ter my departure shal l gr ievous
every mushrooming community, and wolves enter in among you not spar-
steal sheep out from the noses of ing the flock. Also of your own selves
d o z i n g s h e p h e r d s s h a l l m e n a r i s e s p e a k i n g p e r v e r s e

W H A T I S T H E N E E D F O R D E - t h i n g s t o d r a w a w a y d i s c i p l e s a f t e r
F E N S E T O D AY, y o u a s k ? t h e m . " P e t e r p r o p h e c i e d , " . . . t h e r e

There is greater need today for the shall be false teachers among you who
defense of the faith than there has privily shall bring in destructive her-
ever been s ince the b i r th o f the es ies , even deny ing the Lord tha t
church at Pentecost. These are the bought them; and bring upon them-
l a t t e r t i m e s " o f w h i c h P a u l w r o t e t o s e l v e s s w i f t d ^ t r u c t i o n . " J o h n i n d i -
Timothy, "when some shall depart cated that "it is the last time; and as
from the faith, giving heed to seduc- ye have heard that anti-christ shall
ing spirits and doctrines of demons." come, even now are there many anti-

The first major sign concerning the christs; whereby we know it is the
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l a s t t i m e . " I n c a s e w e s h o u l d h a v e
missed the earlier warnings of apos
tasy, Jude stands forth to cry for con
tenders for the faith, which was once
delivered unto the saints .. . "because
there are certain men crept in una
w a r e s , w h o w e r e b e f o r e o f o l d o r
dained to this condemnation, ungodly
men, turning the grace of God into
lascivioussness, and denying the only
Lord God and our Lord Jesus Chr ist . "

T h e c h u r c h c a n n o t c a l l i t s e l f t h e
Church Militant until it rises up to
give a united. Spirit-empowered state
ment of the Truth and an intelligent
r e f u t a t i o n o f t h e f a l s e c u l t s . J e h o
v a h ' s t r u e w a t c h m e n m u s t c l i m b t h e
t o w e r a n d s o u n d f o r t h a b l a s t t h a t
will awaken the sleeping church to
the progress of this creeping menace.

W H AT I S T H E A R E A T O B E D E -
FE^ilDED, is the second vital ques
tion facing us. Jude expresses it in
these words, "contend earnestly for
t h e f a i t h o n c e d e l i v e r e d t o t h e
saints." (verse 3). What are those par
t i cu la r doc t r i nes fo r wh ich we a re to
be con tende rs? Mus t we con tend f o r
every minor point , provided there
are such, or is there a more limited
a r e a i n w h i c h c o n t e n t i o n i s t o b e
waged?

A n y o n e v e n t u r i n g a n o p i n i o n i n
t h e s e m a t t e r s i s c e r t a i n t o r u n i n t o
c o n fl i c t w i t h b r e t h r e n o n t h e l e f t
hand and on the right. But because
the central issues are so important
we will stick out the proverbial neck
and express what we believe to be
the area to be defended.

Perhaps we can do this most co
gent ly by g iv ing our own pr iva te
d e fi n i t i o n o f a f a l s e c u l t . " A f a l s e
cult is a religious system which takes
t h e n a m e o f ' C h r i s t i a n ' b u t w h i c h i n
its teachings denies one or more of
the ca rd ina l B ib le doc t r ines essen t ia l
to salvation, fruitful Christian living
and effective spiritual service. Each

has a 'p rophet ' m in is t ry wh ich i t
c l a ims to be f rom God fo r t he wor ld
in the last day. An exception is Ro
man Catholicism whose professed 'pro
phet' ministry began about the 4th
or 5th century A.D." These cardinal
B ib le doct r ines are the par t icu lar
a r e a f o r d e f e n s e .

While there are peripheral matters
of faith and practise wherein evan
gel icals differ, there is a common
g r o u n d o f e v a n g e l i c a l t r u t h u p o n
which we have stood together through
out the centuries and upon which we
must cont inue to s tand by God's
grace. Many feel that they can allow
the i r b re th ren o f o ther denomina t ions
to differ with respect to the form of
church government, the mode of bap
t ism, the order of d iv ine worship, the
u s e o f p a r a p h e r n a l i a , e t c . B u t t r u e
evangelicals can allow no deviation in
t h e e s s e n t i a l s s u c h a s : t h e d o c t r i n e
of the trinity of the Godhead, involv
ing the ful l deity and unity of al l
three Persons, the v i rg in b i r th of
Jesus Christ, His sinless life, His vi
car ious atonement, His death and
bodily resurrection, the blood atone
ment as the only approach to a Holy
God, the necessity of the new birth,
the verbal inspiration of the Scrip
tures, eternal bliss and punishment,
e t c .

Taken together, these and other re
l a t e d d o c t r i n e s c o n s t i t u t e a l i v i n g
body of truth. To allow any one of
these cardinal truths to be destroyed
would be to see the rest waste away
into death. Every doctrine mentioned
is a vital spot in the body and is a
particular point of attack by Satan
and the false cults.

W H Y M U S T W E B E C O M E C O N
T E N D E R S F O R T H E F A I T H ? W h y
c o n c e r n o u r s e l v e s a b o u t s u c h m a t
t e r s ?

We say that we do not wish to of
fend our neighbors, many of whom
a r e f o l l o w e r s o f t h e s e f a l s e c u l t s .
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They are fine people, lovely neigh
bors, warm friends. We would rather
be at peace with them than to try to
change their religion. C5onsequently
there is a spiritual inertia that seals
our lips on matters of our faith. We
w o u l d r a t h e r b e c o u r t e o u s c o w a r d s
than risk the chance of Involving our
selves in an argument in the hope of
w i n n i n g t h e s e f r i e n d s t o C h r i s t a n d
e t e r n a l l i f e . W e k n o w t h a t t h e u n
saved mus t be d i s tu rbed ou t o f t he i r
l os t cond i t i on bu t we cou ld no t t ake
a chance on disturbing our own little
world of selfish complacency in at
tempting it. We sleep on while the
enemy sows the tares of heresy and
they spring up unto eternal damna
t i o n .

An apology should be made for the
attempted satire in the previous para
graph. However, i f the descript ion
does not fit you, you will be in sym
pathy with it. If it does fit you, you
need to be stung into shame, remorse
a n d a b o v e a l l I N TO A C T I O N . S o w e
w i l l l e t i t s t a n d .

T h e " f a i t h " w a s " o n c e d e l i v e r e d . " '
I t was commi t ted to the church as a
t r u s t t o b e a d m i n i s t e r e d . We a r e i t s
guardians and at the judgment seat
o f C h r i s t w e w i l l b e c a l l e d i n t o a c
coun t as to wha t we have done w i th
it. It will not be enough to say that
we have kept the faith, that we be
lieve every word of it. Christ does
not want it wrapped in a napkin of
c r e d a l o r t h o d o x y. H e d e m a n d s t h a t
it be put to work that it might mul
t i p l y i t s e l f i n t h e h e a r t s o f o t h e r s .
T h e b e s t d e f e n s e i s o f f e n s e . Y o u d o
n o t n e e d t o d e f e n d a l i o n . S i m p l y
t u r n h i m l o o s e a n d h e w i l l d e f e n d
h i m s e l f .

Why contend with a Jehovah's Wit
ness? Because h is e te rna l we l fa re i s
a t s take ! Because he does no t know

the Tr iune God who a lone can save .
Because by his denial of the Son and
His essential Deity he does not have
access to the Father. Because by his
denial of the person and Deity of the
Holy Spirit he cannot know of the
things of Christ, nor the experience
of the new birth. Because they are
announcing a kingdom of which they
are not a part, when they should be
accepting and preaching a Gospel of
which they know very little, if any
t h i n g .

H o w c a n w e c o n t e n d f o r t h e f a i t h
unless we contend against those who
would destroy it? When Seventh Day
A d v e n t i s m t e a c h e s t h a t " C h r i s t i n
herited just what every child of Adam
inher i t s — a s in fu l na tu re " i t vmder -
mines the very foundation of salva
tion. How could a being with a sinful
nature of his own, take the place in
p u n i s h m e n t f o r o t h e r s i n n e r s ? T h e
Scriptures declare that "He hath made
Him to be sin for us WHO KNEW NO
SIN . . (2 Cor. 5:21). Quoting Dr.
H. A. Ironside, "The Christs of these
isms are no t the Chr is t o f the B ib le .
Each of the false cults has a hideous
caricature of our lovely Lord."

The church is a sleeping giant that
is being bound by Lilliputians. They
are whispering their insinuations of
impotence, division, clerisy and un
concern. They even shout and go un
challenged as the church shifts to a
more comfortable position. May God
awaken the sleeping church to the
c r e e p i n g m e n a c e o f h e r e s y. M a y w e
take up the whole armor of God in
cluding the shield of faith and the
Sword of the Spirit which is the Word
of God and "contend earnestly for the
fa i th once de l i ve red to the sa in ts . "

F r o m t h e N O R T H W E S T E R N P I L O T .

September, 1954
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LISTINGS FROM OUR CATALOG
(Add 10% for mail ing charges on orders up to $10.00.)

1. THE KaNODOM OF THE CULTS, by Walter R. Martin. A comprehensive
reference work containing a thorough analysis of all the major cults and
a number of the minor cults, 440 pages. $5.95.

2. CHRISTEANITY AND THE CULTS, produced by the Gospel Ught Press,
and designed especially for class study. The Chaptero include: Christian
Science; Thesophy; Spiritism; Unity; Jehovah's Witnesses; Mormonism;
Bahaism; Seventh-^Day Adventism; Buchmanism or Moral Rearmament;
Roman Catholicism; Untitarianism, and a review of the cults. Teacher's
Manuel, $1.00; Student's, 65^.

3. ECUMENICAL FOLLY, by G. Archer Weniger. Modernism, one of the
great contemporary curses of the organized Church is briefly but care
fully presented. Paper, 32 pages. 25^.

4. THE FALSE PROPHETS, by Dr. Oswald J. Smith. Deals with Jehovah's
Witnesses; Seventh-Day Adventism; Christian Science; the Spiritualists;
Mormons. What Do These Teach? 40 pages. 50^.

5. EVOLUTION AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, by . Bolton Davidheiser. The
theory of evolution has been presented from many angles, and is con
stantly changing to fit the so-called' scientific discoveries of contemimrary
thought. The author is a firm believer in the historical Biblical record of
the beginning of the universe. New. 400 pages. Cloth. $6.50.

6. WE FOUND OUR WAY OUT. Personal experiences of those who escaped
out of 14 various cults. These edited reports are exceedingly interesting
and enlightening. 76 pages, $1.00.

7 . W H AT I S A J E H O VA H ' S W I T N E S S ? J o h n S . W i m b i s h . E f f e c t i v e a n s w e r s
provided with reference to the position of the Jehovah's Witnesses on the
basic doctrines of Cairistianity. Paper, 25<f.

8. I WAS A MORMON, by Einer Anderson. The author tells the story of his
early Mormon days; his misgivings; and how he was led to Christ. In this
book the history of Mormonism, their practices and distinctive teachings
are clearly stated. 200 pages, $2.95.

9. THE NEW EVANGELICALISM, by Charles Woodbridge, :world traveler,
and staunch defender of the faith. A well documented expose of the New
Evangelical Movement. Paper, $1.00.

10. NEO-EVANGELICALISM, by Robert L. Lightner. Traces the development,
doctrines and position of this modern movement. $2.75.

11. THE ECUMENICAL DREAM—ONE BIG CHURCH, by Bruce W. Dunn. An
outstanding presentation of the present trends of our time. Concise and
well written. 15^.

12. NEO-ORTKODOXY, by CSiarles C. Ryrie. This is a very informative pre
sentation by a leading conservative scholar. 62 pages, 95^.

13. TONGUES, HBAUNG AND YOU, by Don Hillis. This book gives a fair
presentation of the subject matter by one who is well î ormed. Paper,
111 pages, $1.00.

14. NEW LIBERALISM, by Robert P. Lightner. Written to acquaint laymen
with recent development in liberal theology and to show that Liberalism
is not dead. $1.00.
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RELIGION ANALYSIS SERVICE, INC.
9 0 2 H e n n e p i n Av e n u e

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403

Return Requested

PERTINENT QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
P r o f . J o h n E . D a h l i n

QUESTION . . . Does demonology provide some explanation for the per
sistence which characterizes the activities of the cults?

ANSWER ... It may not be possible to be specific in the identification of
demon activity, but the Scriptures make it clear that their presence is a
definite reality. False teachings are referred to as "doctrines of demons"
d Tim. 4:1). Their presence and power are presented by the apostle Paul
(Eph. 6:12). For an adequate treatment of demonology the book by Merrill F.
Unger provides information which is very helpful on the subject.

QUESTION . . . Will the ecumenical movement include all the major wings
of Christianity eventually?

ANSWER ... In the Book of Revelation, Chapters 17-18, we have the great
prophetic description of the latter-day apostasy. "Mystery Babylon t3ie Great,
the Mother of Harlots and the Abominations of the Earth" depicts the ma
turity of apostasy in the final period. Most Protestant bodies are already in
the World Council of Churches, as well as the big ecclesiastical systems known
as the Greek Or thodox Church and the Russ ian Or thodox Church . Over tu res
with Rome continually are being made. The present intermingling of the
leading religious systems of the world points to the final step of world church
union during the days of antichrist.
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